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Hedgerows and Farmscaping
Birds, Snakes, Lions and School Children 



  Conservation Practices:
 Ways Farmers are Using Vegetation

Å Hedgerows 

Å Grassed Waterways 
Å Filter Strips  
Å Riparian Plantings 

Å Windbreaks
Å Beetle Banks



Native Plant Hedgerow



Perennial Grasses In Ditch 

for Erosion and Weed Control



Grass Filter Strip between Field and Hedge



Windbreak, using Redwood, Incense Cedar, Pepper Tree, 
Giant Sequoia, Soapbark Tree, Strawberry Madrone



Beetle Banks- Perennial Bunchgrasses 

Providing Habitat for Pest Predators



Riparian Planting



 Conservation Practices: 
 Ways Farmers are Using Vegetation

Hedgerows, Grassed Waterways, Filter Strips, 
 Riparian Plantings, Beetle Banks, Windbreaks

Functions: Soil erosion control
  Weed control
  Beneficial insect and pollinator habitat
  Wildlife habitat
  Sequester carbon
  Non-point source water pollution reduction
  Air quality and dust control
  Barriers
  Riparian stabilization
  Windbreak and climate modification
  Aesthetic value
  Economic returns
  Increase in local and regional biodiversity



Buffering Climatic Extremes ï 
Making Farms More Resilient

FUNCTIONS OF CONSERVATION PLANTINGS:
ÅProtecting, building soils

ÅIncreasing water infiltration

ÅErosion control

ÅCreating habitat and corridors for beneficial insects, pollinators 
and other wildlife

ÅSequestering carbon

ÅProtecting from winds and climatic extremes

ÅIncreasing biodiversity



Hedgerows In England



Dust Bowl, Kansas



Hedgerow at John Anderson s Farm, Yolo Co.:
Wild Rose, Toyon, Redbud



Life Zones of California

Elevation
Rainfall
Climate
Biota

Zones
Boreal-alpine
Transition-mountain
Upper Sonoran-foothill
Lower Sonoran-valley



Asia Africa
Europe South 

America

Non-Native Plants = Little Food



Alien Plants Attract Fewer Insects, 
Thus Fewer Birds



Directory of Native Plant Nurseries 

 www.calscape.org



Coast Live Oak Quercus agrifolia

Do you think it supports any biodiversity?





Flowering Chart over One Year



Good Site for a Beneficial 
Insect Hedgerow



Hedgerow 7 Years Old: Ceanothus, Coffeeberry, 
Baccharis, Elderberry, Toyon



Short Flowers and Shrubs on Berm:
Attract Insects, Replace Weeds and Prevent Erosion



Hedgerow on 

Strawberry field, 
18 months old 



Providing Barrier, 

Dust Protection



Two-row hedgerow

Three-row hedgerow



 Bare Soil, no Habitat in Central Valley



Layout, Compost, Planting

 November 2008



Watering in, 

with Wand



November 2008

November 2009

One Year s Growth



Eight Years Later



  Hedgerows creating habitat

before



Placing Bee 

Hives near 
Hedgerow 



Planting on a Berm or High Bed



Alyssum as Insectary, 

Weed Control



Use of Weed Fabric in Hedgerow



Solarizing beds 
to kill weed seeds



Using Mulch to 

Control Weeds 
And Regulate 

Moisture



Mulched 

Hedgerow



Mulch:

Smothers Weeds

Conserves Soil Moisture 



Mulching for Weed Control 

and Retaining Moisture



ÅCardboard and 
Mulch

Site Preparation & Planting



Windbreak



Windbreak



11-months 

Growth on
Riparian

Trees


